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James Harris Gallery is pleased to present Free Mustache Rides, an exhibition of new 
paintings by Marcelino Gonçalves. Inspired by a collection of Polaroids a friend gave to 
him, each of the compositions is an intimate snap-shot that vividly captures the cultural 
particulars of the 1970s. In Gonçalves last exhibition (2005), the artist's paintings were 
based on photographs of a summer Boys camp from the 1970s.  With this new group of 
paintings, Gonçalves continues to explore the underlying psychology of masculinity but 
now nostalgic stereotypes of men and women mingle between quintessentially stylized 
interiors.  A couple in matching red pants tenderly pose; they gaze outward while their 
pet saluki looks up toward them.  The artist has carefully painted objects, flowers, 
furniture to act as signifiers not only to imbue a sense of past but also to comment on the 
subject’s relationship.  In another, a woman sits poised perfectly with lavender eye-
shadow, pert red lips and a sexually charged gaze.  Her pose is a counterbalance to the 
macho gesture of the male figures in the other paintings. 

Each composition is embroidered with stylistic elements to evoke the forgone decade but 
Gonçalves’ stylistic techniques update the work.  His use of color is contemporary, 
building a mood, reflecting on, and questioning ideas of gender.   Gonçalves also builds a 
romanticism into the compositions that powerfully captures the spirit of the 70s and 
poignantly draws attention to how things have changed. 

** 

Marcelino Goncalves' work was recently on view in the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art in a show 
with Tim Gardner and Zak Smith.  He received his MFA from UCLA and has work in several prominent 

private collections. 
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The JHG Project room is pleased to announce a group exhibition of international photographers exploring the 
architecture of public and private space.  The show includes Ralf Brück, Candida Höfer, Matthew Jordan, Laura 
Letinsky, and Andrew Moore. The exhibition will be installed in both the front office and back project room, in 
order to physically move the viewer room by room through the gallery.   
 
While the images are drained of human presence, each photographer has instilled their photographs with an 
underlying emotive atmosphere of humanity.  The work shares a formal and reductive aesthetic not only to 
emphasize the rooms' function, but also to investigate a psychology of the built environment. At first glance, the 
photographs of German artists Ralf Brück and Candida Höfer are cool and minimal.  Upon closer inspection, a 
subtle humor is revealed through the placement or style of furniture, composition and architectural ornamentation.   
Bathed with light, these public spaces emit warmth in an otherwise sterile environment.  Canadian photographer 
Laura Letinsky draws on the history of painting to distill her compositions into the simplest of gestures.  Walls 
and moldings become defining lines breaking the room into quadrants of color and texture.  New York 
photographer Andrew Moore captures the sounds and movement of a bowling alley through the saturation of 
color and composition.  The spheres or dots of the bowling balls punctuate the composition and are a 
counterbalance to the rhythm of the wood lanes.  Los Angeles artist Matthew Jordan uses mirrors to capture the 
psychological and physical depth of a room.  It is through this reflective surface that the baroque details of a 
parquet floor are juxtaposed against the bare minimal stainless steel and concrete walls defining the space.  
Nuances of light and shadow create tension in an otherwise spare environment.   
 
While all of these works picture architecture in which people are absent, their content is markedly social.  By 
omitting actual people from these structures, the photographs reveal the way that spaces themselves can guide and 
shape social interactions.   
 

Gallery hours are Wed. - Sat. 11:00am - 5:00pm & Tues. by appointment 
Additional images are available upon request 

 
 

Andrew Moore 
Bowling Lanes, Building 785,  2003 
30" x 40"  
Edition 4 of 10 

Candida Hofer 
Palacio do Planalto Brasilia IV,  2005 
48 3/8" x 54 3/4" 
Ed. of 6 
 


