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Left: Fay Jones: “Territorial Landscape: Dark Clouds” 2019 
Acrylic and collage on paper 39” x 78” 

 
James Harris Gallery is pleased to present our second solo exhibition by Fay Jones. This show, titled “Las Golondrinas,” 
consists of large scale works on paper, a mode of painting that Jones continues to return to throughout her career. “Las 
Golondrinas” is a symbolic and cathartic presentation of loss and grief, hope and joy. This duality is mirrored in Jones’ 
signature usage of a horizon line- a divide between two worlds and two perspectives. Rather than directly contrast one 
another, these multiple realities allude to the complexities and interconnectedness of human experiences. These paintings 
are in memoriam of Jones’ late husband, Robert C. Jones, who died this past year. Bob was also an artist and their lives 
seamlessly wove together creativity and family.   
 
A majority of these works reveal a landscape based on the view out of the artist’s bedroom window.   Inspired by a large 
triptych in Fay Jones’ last exhibition at the gallery (2016), in which she painted this view along with the objects in their 
bedroom, these new pieces highlight the external elements surrounding her home.  Now the viewer looks out of the window 
and over the treetops of the artist’s home. Our gaze is directed to the sky and to the heavens, where Jones includes her 
signature groupings of symbols and figures. The affect is dreamlike and overwhelmingly symbolic.  
 
Ghostly white swallows, paper flowers, the dress from many eras past- nostalgia and family histories dominate the 
landscapes in “Las Golondrinas.” A reflective moon weeps heavy tears while an infant child brings us hope and optimism.  
Connective word trails and thick clouds signify the watery depth of the subconscious. In each work, Jones paints her figures 
on a single plane. Rather than giving us completely separate scenes on a canvas, Jones presents rich and complex worlds. 
The visual simplicity with which these figures are presented juxtaposes the rich and different meanings each viewer derives 
from them. “Las Golondrinas” explores death and grief as ever-evolving processes that offer healing and renewal. Water, a 
common theme throughout the artist’s career, is presented as tears of grief while also serving as a life force and symbol of 
growth. In “Territorial Landscape,” a boot, a dress, and an artist palette are suspended horizontally in a clear sky. These 
three elements allude to a resting figure gazing out the window and over the treetops, floating into the world beyond.   
 
Fay Jones received a BFA from the Rhode Island School of Design in 1957. Awards she has received include the Joan 
Mitchell Painters and Sculptors grant in 2013, the Seattle Art Museum’s 2006 Poncho Artist of the Year award, grants from 
the NEA in 1983 and 1990, the Washington State Arts Commission in 1984, and La Napoli Art Foundation in 1989. Her 
work has been extensively collected in the Northwest, and is included in the collections of the Portland Art Museum and 
the Hallie Ford Museum of Art in Oregon, and the Seattle Art Museum and the Tacoma Art Museum in Washington, as 
well as the Cities of Seattle and Portland. Major exhibitions include a 2007 retrospective at the Hallie Ford Museum of Art 
at Willamette University, a 1997 traveling retrospective with the Boise Art Museum, and exhibitions at the Portland Art 
Museum, the Seattle Art Museum, the Museum of Northwest Art in La Conner, WA, the Anchorage Museum of History 
and Art, and the Palm Springs Desert Museum in California. 


